
 

“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26) 

Tel: (915)584-9100 / Fax: (915)760-5547     Email:office@stgeorge-elpaso.org 
Address: 120 N. Festival Dr., El Paso, TX 79912       Website: www.stgeorge-elpaso.org 

 
 

His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 

His Grace Bishop BASIL 
 Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America 

RT. Rev. Archimandrite Father Fadi Rabbat Rev. Deacon Miguel ‘Michael’ Sifuentes 
Pastor Deacon 

“And the Disciples were first called Christians in Antioch”. Acts 11:26 
Tel.: 915-584-9100  www.stgeorge-elpaso.org office@stgeorge-elpaso.org 

SUNDAY, MAY 9, 2021 
 

New Sunday or Anti-Pascha Sunday of Thomas the Apostle, Called “The Twin”  
Prophet Isaiah; Martyr Christopher of Lycia;  

Translation to Bari of the relics of Nicholas the wonderworker, archbishop of Myra in Lycia 
 

English: Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 
Arabic: Al Maseeh Qam! Haqan Qam! 
Greek: Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti! 

Russian: Kristos Voskresey! Voyistino Voskresey! 
 

Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM (also Live-Streamed) 
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by the Divine Liturgy (also Live-
Streamed)  
Epistle:  Choir 

APOLYTIKION FOR THOMAS SUNDAY IN TONE SEVEN 
While the tomb was sealed, Thou didst shine forth from it, O Life. While the doors were closed, Thou didst 
come in to Thy Disciples, O Christ God, Resurrection of all, renewing in us through them an upright spirit, 
according to the greatness of Thy mercy. 
 
 • Do NOT sing the apolytikion for St. George, our patron saint.  
 

THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT 
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of Hades, 
and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto 
Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen. 

 
THE EPISTLE 

Great is our Lord, and great is His strength. Praise ye the Lord, for the Lord is good. 
The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (5:12-20) 

     In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of the apostles; 
and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s porch. None of the rest dared to join them, but the people 



magnified them. And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women, 
so that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came 
by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. The people also gathered from the cities around Jerusalem, 
bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. But the chief priest rose 
up and all who were with him, that is, the sect of the Sadducees, and filled with jealousy they laid their hands 
on the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison 
doors and brought them out and said: “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of 
this Life.” 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (20:19-31) 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the disciples were, for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be to you.” When He had said this, 
He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be to you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” And when He had said 
this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the 
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So, the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails and place my finger in the mark of the nails, 
and place my hand in His side, I will not believe.” Eight days later, His disciples were again in the house, 
and Thomas was with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said, “Peace 
be to you.” Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see My hands; and put out your hand and 
place it in My side; do not be faithless but believing.” Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus said to him, “Thomas, you have believed because you have seen Me. Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written 
in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing you may have life in His Name. 

THE SYNAXARION 
On May 9 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Prophet Isaiah; Martyr Christopher of Lycia; 
and the translation to Bari of the relics of Nicholas the wonderworker, archbishop of Myra in Lycia. On this 
day, the second Sunday of Pascha, we inaugurate the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection, and the occasion 
whereon the Holy Apostle Thomas touched the Savior’s side. 

Verses 
If the seals of the Virgin’s womb and of the grave did not hinder Thee, 

How could the seals of the doors hinder Thy might, O Savior? 
This day is called New Sunday, Thomas Sunday or Anti-Pascha. The last term means “in place of Pascha” 
because Thomas did not immediately hear of Christ’s Resurrection and disbelieved it. We remember his 
doubt but do not repeat it. After this Sunday, the Church dedicates Sunday to the Resurrection. 
     As the Disciples were gathered together on the Sunday of the Resurrection, Jesus entered and greeted 
them in His usual way, saying, “Peace be unto you.” Then He showed them His hands, feet and side. Jesus 
ate before His Disciples and reassured them of His Resurrection. However, Thomas was not with them at 
that time, and insisted upon seeing the Savior’s scars—the print of the nails in His hands and feet, and the 
spear in His side—before he would believe that Jesus was risen. Eight days later Christ appeared again to 
the Disciples, this time with Thomas present. The Master told Thomas to see and feel. Then Thomas 



immediately cried out, “My Lord and my God!” But Jesus tells His Disciples, “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet believe.” This event also clearly illustrates the human and divine Natures of Christ.  
     By the intercessions of Thine Apostle Thomas, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 
 
 

After the Gospel Reading, please turn to page 104 in the Red Service Book to follow  

along with the rest of the Divine Liturgy. 

 

        HOLY BREAD IS OFFERED BY: 

Paul and Laila Ferris in memory of Peter and Skee Rizk, Tom and Regina Jacobs, 
as well as for the health of the Ferris, Samore, Al-Hanna, and Nasser families. 

For the health of Anastasia Salinas who is celebrating her birthday on May 14th, 
and the whole Salinas-Baklenova family: Luka, Daria, Boris, Aleksey, Elizaveta 
and Elena. In memory of Daria’s mother Marina, and grandmothers Vera and 
Maria, as well as Victor and Nikolai. 

EASTER DONATIONS 
Salma Isaac              Jamie Isaac   Michael Davis      Blanca Gottfried  
Sharon Madsen            Raed & Sylvana Aldouri David & Dalal Young       
Geoffrey Borschow       Adriana Anzaldo           Sada Vaughan      Yani & Susana Payides
            Rodolfo & Daria Salinas  

 
GOOD FRIDAY 

David & Dalal Young  Michael Davis  Georges Azar Hanna 
Sada Vaughan  Yani & Susana Payides Jamie Isaac  Sharon Madsen  
Tony Dayoub  Geoffrey Borschow  Rodolfo & Daria Salinas 
 

PALM SUNDAY – MOTHER CHURCH 
Michael Davis  Tony Dayoub 

DONATIONS 
Adriana Anzaldo: Donation to the Icon Project 
James, Odette & James Shaheen: For the health of Abdo Esper and our family 
James, Odette & James Shaheen: Happy 21st birthday for James Shaheen 
Said Dabliz: For a fasting soul. 

 
FOOD FOR HUNGRY PEOPLE CHARITABLE OUTREACH 

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work.” -2 Cor. 9 



The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America is celebrating over 45 years of “feeding 
those in need”. The Archdiocese invites all parishioners to participate in this charitable outreach during the 
Lent season. They have provided each parish with small cardboard fold up Alms Boxes. These boxes can be 
picked up in the church’s narthex (entrance). Return your Alms Boxes by Sunday, May 9, 2021. 

                 THE MAY FESTIVAL DRIVE BY 
The May Festival Drive By is coming May 23, 2021. As you all know this an important and crucial fundraise 
to our beloved St. George Church and your participation is appreciated in any way you can help. 
The full meal plate includes mixed rice, two kofta kabobs, salad, Kibbe, humus, and baklava. 
The bake table will be full of treats highlighting the talents of our parishioners and the authenticity of our 
food and culture. 
You may help in any way you can.  
Monetary donations and sponsorships are always appreciated to the church of the Lord: 
•                    Diamond Sponsor - $1000; 
•                    Platinum Sponsor - $750; 
•                    Gold Sponsor - $500; 
•                    Silver Sponsor - $300; 
•                    Bronze Sponsor - $150 
•                    Bake your favorite goodies and we will get you containers to pack them. Call Sylvana   
             Aldouri @915-252-8815. 
•                    Tickets are available to sell. Please contact any Parish Council member to get tickets or call  
             Dr. Raed Aldouri @ 915-252-8815. 
•                    Let everyone know about the May 23 Festival drive by meal and bake sale. 
•                    Volunteer to help with meal preparations. 
Thank you and God Bless you for supporting your church. 
  
Dr. Raed Aldouri 
 

MAY FESTIVAL DRIVE DONATIONS 
Many thanks and God blessing to all the following who donated to support and sponsor the May Festival 
drive by: 
Drs. Hassan & Maha Salloum:  Diamond sponsor for the health of the family 
Anonymous: Gold sponsor for the health of the family 
Dr. Timothy & Alexandra McComas: Gold Sponsor for the health of the family 
Bryan & Annette Haddad: Gold sponsor for the health of the family 
Jeannette Zacour: Silver sponsor for the health of the family & St. George parishioners 
Dr. Raed & Sylvana Aldouri: Silver sponsor for the health of the family 
Allen & Patricia Borschow:   Bronze sponsor for the health of the family 
The Madsen Family: Bronze Sponsor for the health of the family 
Anonymous monetary donation for the health of the family 
 
We appreciate your help for this worthy event to support your church and we welcome more donations. 
May the Lord with his miraculous resurrections reward you multiple fold. 
  
The St. George Parish Council 



        A WARM THANK YOU OF APPRECIATION 
 
Fr. Fadi and Rev. Dcn. Michael both extend a warm thank you to all for their Pascha gifts of love.  
 
To Allen, Patricia and Geoffrey Borschow for providing the snacks following the Pascha liturgy to break 
the fast.    
 
To Dr. Raed and Sylvana Aldouri for providing and dying the Pascha eggs for distribution following the 
Pascha liturgy.  
 
To Dr. Raed and Sylvana Aldouri, Hend Odeh and Vanessa Salloum for beautifully decorating the Bier for 
Great Friday and the iconastasis and Cross for Pascha Sunday, and to Fr. Fadi for his special touch.  
 
To Geoffrey and Patricia Borschow, and Jamie and Salma Isaac, and all the readers who assisted during the 
weekly services. 
 
To Andrew Crawford, Sami Odeh, Nigel Rangel, Boris Salinas, James Shaheen, Jr., and all the altar servers 
who assisted during the weekly services. 
 
To the Choir for their beautiful voices during the weekly Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts, Friday’s 
Lamentations Service, and on Great and Holy Pascha.  
 

May God grant you all many years of good health and long life. 
 

      TO ALL OUR BELOVED MOTHERS 
 

“Mother: the most beautiful word on the lips of mankind.” – Gibran Khalil Gibran 
 
Wishing our mothers, a blessed and happy Mother’s Day.  
 
A warm thank you to Drs Hasan and Maha Salloum for providing roses for our beloved mothers on 
Mother Days, Sunday, May 9th. God grant you both many years. 
 



 
2nd REVISED COVID-19 AND PROTOCOLS  

FOR REOPENING THE CHURCH 
We	wish	to	inform	that	on	Thursday,	April	22,	2021,	the	St.	George	Parish	Council	voted	to	revise	the	COVID-
19 Church Reopening Protocols. Specifically, the second revision does away with the Rotation Schedule by 
Group 1 and 2 by letter of last name.  
 
Therefore, effective immediately St. George Church welcomes all our beloved brethren to return and 
worship together in the House of God.  
 
HOWEVER, per the revised protocols, we will still require that anyone who has attended services and 
subsequently within two (2) weeks is test-confirmed positive for Covid-19 is requested and encouraged to 
inform the Church office within twenty-four (24) hours of having tested positive, so that others who may 
have been exposed may be informed. These individuals are to stay away from services until cleared medically. 
 
The protocols will be followed to ensure the safety of parishioners who choose to attend 
Church. Temperature checks, distancing and wearing face masks in church will continue. Masks 
must cover both nose and mouth. 
 
For further details, please review the updated protocols/guidelines which were previously emailed 
or mailed you.  
 

HOW TO ACCESS LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES 
We will continue to live stream worship services during the on-going COVID-related crisis. It is quite easy 
to ‘come into’ the service, and you do not need to be a member of any social media platform to worship 
from home. 
Step 1- Access the Church’s website www.stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Step 2 – Once on the ‘home page’, scroll all the way to the bottom. Look for this logo:  
Step 3 – Click on the logo. IT IS NOT NECESSARY to be a member of ‘Facebook’ to use this connection. 
Step 4- Clicking on this logo opens a media page exclusive to St. George. When you scroll down the page 
you will see all sorts of video events from festivals to Divine Liturgy. To locate the live Sunday service being 
streamed, look for the still picture of the Solea and Iconostasis at the front of the altar. This is found at the 
top right of the page. 
Step 5. As you move your cursor around on that still picture, various controls become visible: Those control 
volumes, move the video backwards and forward, and expand the picture to fill the whole screen. Saturday 
Vesper services still start at 5:00 P.M. Sunday services still start with Orthros at 9:15 A.M., and Divine Liturgy 
follows at 10:30 A.M. Live stream will also apply to Liturgy services scheduled during the week.  

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
If you do not have a Service Book at home, please click the web site below and follow the Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom. For the feast hymns, Gospel and Epistle of the day, you will need to refer to the 
Liturgical Resources for May.  



http://www.stgeorgenj.com/the-divine-liturgy-of-st-john-chrysostom.html 
 

LITURGICAL RESOURCES FOR MAY 
The Antiochian Archdiocese wishes to bring to our attention some liturgical resources for May that are 
available at www.antiochian.org/liturgicday. 
 
For parishioners who are unable to attend church as the Coronavirus pandemic continues, and if they are 
unable to watch live streams of the divine services on the internet, they can refer to the readers services in 
front of their icons at home. Once they access the above web page, they scroll down to "Permanent Liturgical 
Resources," they will find instructions for readers vespers, readers orthros, and typika services. They can 
pair the instructions with the full services they find on the Select Date calendar on that same webpage. Click 
on the calendar box and then select the date. The services will appear on the right side of the page under 
Daily Liturgical Text.  
 

         SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The St. George Church Virtual Sunday School is scheduled on Sundays from 9:30 AM to 10:00 AM.  It will 
occur via ZOOM. The teachers will provide their students with the ZOOM information. 
 
Please note Virtual Sunday School will resume on Sunday, May 9th. 
 

ST. GEORGE ADULT CLASS WITH FR. FADI RABBAT 
Fr. Fadi Rabbat is inviting you to a scheduled Adult Class Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Zoom meeting invitation - Ethos of the Orthodox Church 
Time: May 8, 2021 01:00 PM Eastern Time 03:00 PM Mountain Standard Time (US & Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/96785466615?pwd=SS9ZWHZNL2dDSi9JVzBXRXhjT2ZSZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 967 8546 6615 
Password: 529508 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,96785466615# US (Houston) 
+16699006833,,96785466615# US (San Jose) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 967 8546 6615 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/aesTM57K5l 



CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION 
Dear parishioners, just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file with the church’s 
Breeze System, we will email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail you the 
Church Bulletin to save on postage and copying cost. Thank you for your cooperation. I will continue to 
mail the Church Bulletin to those who have contacted me. -Rev. Dcn. Michael  
 

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Announcements for the Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn. Michael 
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org. The Church Bulletin is usually sent out on Tuesday.  
 

HOLY BREAD OFFERING 
If you plan to offer the Holy Bread, please indicate your offering on the sign-up board located in the 
Narthex of the church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it 
placed in the following week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the necessary 
arrangements for the Holy Bread. Also let him know if the Holy Bread is being offered for a Memorial 
Service of a departed love one.  
 
 
 
 

             DOME LIGHTING 
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the church to 
see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request to schedule a 
'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to 
have it placed in the following week's Church Bulletin.  Also indicate when the dome is to be lit. There is 
a minimum donation of $50 per lighting.  Please address the check to St. George Antiochian Church. You 
can either mail the check to the church or drop it off in the church’s mailbox.  
 

           
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at: 

Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973-780-0221  

Email: archimandritefadi@antiochian.org 

Or 

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Please let us know if you are ill and/or hospitalized by 
contacting Fr. Fadi Rabbat. We too will add your name to 
the prayer list for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy.  



Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at: 

Cell Phone: (915)309-1511  Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the 
visits or in case of any emergency at any time). 

Confessions: By appointment.  


